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c n 1978, Pau1 Alduy, Mayor of Per- ~inya, provided the town with an original instrument for the study 
and advancement of the Catalan culture: 
the Museu Puig-CEDACC, Centre de Docu- 
mentació i Animació de la Cultura Cata- 
lana. 
While the Catalan movement was quite ac- 
tive at a political level at that time, in the 
"Nova Can~ó" and in the teaching of the 
language the institutions hadn't yet ans- 
wered to the demand for the retrieval of 
Catalan culture. 
On the basis of a testamentary disposition 
in the Puig legacy, according to which the 
"Vil.la dels Til.lersM was to house a Catalan 
museum, Perpinya City Council set up a 
museum under the control of the French 
state made up of two sections: the numis- 
matic section and the section devoted to 
Catalan culture. This was the birth of the 
Museu Puig-CEDACC. 
Josep Puig was a native of Perpinya who 
owned one of the most important collec- 
tions in Europe of coins and medals 
(32,000) and had collected 2,000 prints 
and engravings of Catalonia North and its 
famous personalities. His collection of Ca- 
talan coins, in keeping with his wishes, is  
on show in the permanent exhibition hall at 
the "Vil.la dels Til.lersn (Museu Puig). 
The Catalan Culture Documentation and 
Activities Centre consists of a library, a 
documentation service and an exhibition hall. 
After extensive improvements carried out at 
the "Vil.la dels Til.lers", the Museu Puig-CE- 
DACC was eventually installed at Number 
42 of the Avinguda de Gran Bretanya. 
Pere Verdaguer has written, "[The CE- 
DACC] has played an important part in the 
movement, especially a ta  teaching level: it 
has the most complete Catalan library in 
Catalonia North, provides adult training 
course, puts on activities for children on 
Wednesdays, lends books, records, cas- 
settes and all sorts of teaching material, 
publishes text books, ... helps students and 
researchers, ... Today, and in the present 
conditions, the CEDACC i s  an irreplace- 
able institution" (Pere Verdaguer. Qui som 
els catalans del Nord. Perpinya 1 992). 
In 1987 an agreement was signed between 
the Department of Culture of the Generali- 
tat de Catalunya and the town of Perpinya 
to promote cultural exchanges. In this way 
the CEDACC has been able to benefit from 
general support as regards the books avai- 
lable and from the loan of important 
painting exhibitions. Amongst others, the 
~ e o ~ l e  of Perpinya have been able to see 
the work of Subirachs, Tharrats and Her- 
nández Piiuan exhibited at the CEDACC. 
The success of the CEDACC and the en- 
largement of the library collection conditio- 
ned the options available: after 1986 exhi- 
bitions could no longer be held for lack of 
space, since the growing library now occu- 
pied the hall set aside for exhibitions. 
At  present, the CEDACC i s  arranged 
around a media library with more than 
60,000 written and audio-visual docu- 
ments. The original collection is  constantly 
enlarged with donations of rare and an- 
cient books thanks to the legacy of the 
Count of Lazerme. The library has almost 
2,500 readers and 900 people use the au- 
dio-visual service, where they have access 
to more than 500 CDS and 2,000 records. 
In spite of the range of activities offered by 
the CEDACC, the fundamental work is  still 
the teaching of the language, free courses 
for adults, the children's activities on Wed- 
nesdays and the free loan of books and au- 
dio-visuals, along with the valuable archive 
documents available to researchers of Ca- 
talan culture. 
The CEDACC has also promoted a policy of 
support to creativiiy with literary prizes and 
the prize awarded at the Estavar video fes- 
tival. The CEDACC organises regular talks 
and shows and for the last three years has 
invited the "Writer of the Month" to Per- 
pinya. 
With the support of the Generalitat, the 
CEDACC organises the annual festival "The 
Country in the School", which gathers 
1,500 children in the town of Perpinya. 
In recent months, with the new local autho- 
riiy and its slogan "Perpinya la Catalana", 
the CEDACC has increased its activities 
and set up a Catalan language and linguis- 
tic advice service, organised Catalan lan- 
guage courses for local authority employ- 
ees and has donated 1,000 hours to the 
teaching of Catalan in the Town Hali's 
infant's and primary schools. 
The CEDACC recently produced the video 
"Sardansaff, in collaboration with the De- 
partment of Culture of the Generalitat de 
Catalunya and N 3 ,  which it presented in 
Perpinya and in Barcelona on the occasion 
of the festival of the Sardana held at the Te- 
atre del Liceu in December. 
The Museu Puig-CEDACC is still today a 
unique institution, on account both of its 
size (it employs eighteen people) and of the 
role it fulfills in the development of Catalan 
culture and the establishment of relations 
between the Catalans on either side of the 
Pyrenees. rn 
